| 


ls | mpoztant Advices, 


EF.» 
$3! | 


| Printed by 7. Moore, & 7. 4 ſbburne, for Fincham : 


CHURCH of ENGLAND 
& TY Or "4 


E: ij S E R T-O j 
FE: |EXHOR TA TION. 


With ſome 


Relating to the late Caſes about 
CONFORMITY,| 
Pe Recommended to the by. | l | 
P:eſent Diſſenters || 


From the 


% 


eo mma. 


The Go. [wikam Gave) 
LONDON, 


Gardiner , at the White-Horſe in Ludgate> 


ſtreet, 1683. 


4 ” - —— 
NT — ——— __— —  —— 


: 
j 
4 
þ 
#4 
xD | 
x 
| ! 
1 


4 " FOO WES > AI TIO "#5 "= 
T by ., FE EIN) pe 7 $ FI ; Kh x , 
o nt : Gp WO ROSS An . £ ir NE q 
394-4 a, % 7 LE Din £X29-$ 5 IS $59 Y PEO ep 5 
: KENT ATT on Se 7 vc; 5 ; 
2 a ER 
- . - 5 


iS 7-0 ny IS. Ls ER dls. Fs : 
_ A Oe 
. 
G . 
( I ) : 


A Serious 


EXHORTATION: 


With ſome Important 


Advices, &c. 


Recommended to the Diſſenters 
from the Church of England. 


"HE offering friendly Advice and Counſel, 
eſpecially in great and important Caſes, is, 
tho often, a Thankleſs, yet a very Charita- 
ble Office : a thing agreeable to the beſt 

Inclinations of Humane Nature, and highly condu- 
cive to the Neceſſities of Men , and conſequently 
needs no Apology to introduce it. We live, 'tis true, 
in an ill-Natured and Cenſorious Age, wherein *tis 
rare to find any one, who will not take with the 
Left-hand, what's offered to. them with the Right. 
But I am not diſcouraged from this Attempt, by the 
Pieviſhneſs and Frowardneſs of many that differ from 
| us, Remembering that all Honeſt Undertakings ( and 
ſuch I am ſure this is ) are under the more peculiar 
pndytt and Bleſſing of the Divine Providence , 
hich can and will ſucceed and proſper them to an 
= happy Ihe, if Mens own - Obſtinacy and Perverſe- 
- ©." d0,got put a Bar in the way to hinder it. I do 
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(2) 
therefore beſeech our Diſenting-Brethren,- with all the 
carneſtneſs that becomes a matter of ſo much Im- 
portance, and with all the Kindneſs and Tenderneſs 
that becomes a Chriſtian, that they would ſuffer the 
Word of Exhortation, and duly Weigh and Conſider 
the Requeſts and Advices that are here plainly laid 
before them , which I hope will be found ſuch, as 
carry their own Light and Evidence along with 
them. 

[. 


And'Firſt, We beg of them to believe, That they may 
he miſtaken about thoſe matters, which .are alledged as 
the Cauſes of their Separation. This, one would think, 
were as needlefs, as 'tis a modeſt-and reaſonable*Re- 
queſt. For did ever any Man, ( the Biſhop of Rome 
excepted ) lay claim to Infallibility? Do not the 
Woful Infirmities of Humane Nature, 'The Weakneſs 
and Short-ſightedneſs of our Underſtandings, The 
Daily Experience of our: ſelves, and the lamentable 
Failures we obſerve in others, ſufficiently convince us, 
how prone we are to Error and Miſtake ? But tho 
this be granted and owned on all hands, yet in pra- 
ice, we frequently find Men AQting by other Mea- 
ſures. For how many are there, that in- the moft 
Controverted Caſes bear up themſelves with as-much 
Confidence and Aſſurance, Cenſure others with as 
Magiſterial a Boldneſs, Condemn the things Enjoined 
by our Church, with as poſitive and peremptory a 
Determination, as if they were infallibly ſure, that 
they are in the Right , and all others:in'the Wrong 
that differ from them. The early prepoſſeſſion' of a 
contrary Opinion , the powerful prejudices of Edu- 


' cation, an implicite and unexamined Belief of whar- 


their 
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their Guides and Leaders teach them, have a ſtrange 
force upon the Minds-of Men, fo that in effe&, they 
no more doubt of the Truth and Goodneſs of the 
Cauſe they are engaged in , then theywqueſtion the 
Articles of their Creed. Wherefore 1 do once and 
again intreat them, that laying aſide all Pride, Par- 
tiality, and Self-conceit, they would not think more 
highly of themſelves, and of their own way, then they 
ought to think; eſpecially remembering, that the 
matters contended about are confeſſedly Diſputable, 
and that they cannot be Ignorant , that the Caſe 
ſeems otherwiſe to others, who may at leaſt be al- 
lowed to be as wiſe Men, and as competent Judges 
as themſelves. Truth makes the eaſieſt entrance into 
modeſt and humble Minds ; the Meek will he guide in 
Judgment, the Meek will he teach his Way ; The Spirit 
of God never reſts upon a Proud Man. 


I 


Secondly, We beg of them, that they would ſeriouſly 
and impartially Weigh and Confider , as well what us 
ſaid bn thecone- fide, -as on the other. This is a peice 
ofs Juſtice, | that every. one ows to Truth, and which 
indeed every Man ows to himfelf, that is not willing 
to be deceived. - To take up with Prejudices, which 
Education or.long Cuſtom have inſtilled into him, or 
wherein .-any., other . Arts. or Methods have engaged 
him, without ſtriely enquiring whether thoſe Preju- 
dices: ſtand upon a'firm Foundation, is to 'Tee only 
on; one ſide : | to hind up ones ſelf in- the Judgment 
or. Opinion ofi;any; Man,; that is - not Divinely-inſpi- 
red, and lafalible,.or pertinaczouſſy;to.adhere. ta, any 
Party ;of Men how plauſible -and:; ſpeciqus Aoever 
their, pretences -may be., without examining their 

got 3-3 B 2 * Grounds, 
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Grounds-, and endeavoring. to know what is faid 
apainſt them , is to chooſe a Perſuaſion at a perad- 
venture ; and *tis great odds, whether ſuch a one'be 
in the right® In all Enquiries after Truth, we ought 
to'keep an Ear open for one ſide of the Controver- 
ſie, as well as the other, and not to think we have 
done enough, till without Favour or Prejudice, and 
to. the beſt of our Underſtandings, we have heard, 
tryed, and judged, the Reaſons brought, as well for, 
as againſt it. And till this be done, I ſee not with - 
what pretefice of Reaſon, Men can talk ſo mich of 
their Scruples, or plead for Favour on the account of 
their DiſſatisfaQtions. Conſciences truly tender, are 
willing and deſirous toembrace all opportunities'of Re- 
ſolution, 6c are ready to kifs the Handthat — , 
them better information, and are not wont to neglect, 
much leſs thruſt from them the means that might caſe 
them of their Doubts and Scruples. We juſtly blame 
it in them of the Church of ' Rome, that in a manner 
they reſign up their Underdſtanings to-their Guids and 
Confeſlors., and are not ſuffered to be:truly acquaint- 
ed with the Proteftant Principles, and the Grounds 
and Reaſons of the Reformation ;. - nor- to Read any 
of the Books; that are written for their 'Conviftien, | 
| Withotit a ſpecial 4nd peculiar Licence. Whether our 
Brethren of the Separation be under ary ſuch Spiri- 
tual Diſcipline, I know not ; ſure Tam-it looks very 
odly, that fo many of them are:no mote:concerned 
to. underſtand the true State of the Cluarch 'of Bays. 
land, and tlie Nature and Reafons of her 'Conftitutzons,. 
that ſofew of them care to Ponſer With *thoſs that 
are able to Inftru@ them,- bat Cry. out) They are 
red already ; way, foie of thier, be'niy-kachw« 
, When defired to propole 'thetriSartiphes, 'n vrdeh 
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folutely refuſed to do it. Little: reaſon there -is to 
believe, that ſuch Perſons have ever Read and Exn- 
mined what the Church of Eng/ayd has to fay. for 
her ſelf. Are there not many , that not only Scru- 
ple, but -Rail at the Book of Commor-Prayer, that yer 
never heard it, nor-perhaps, ever read it, in all their 
Lives ? And if this be not to; ſpeak Evil of what 
they know not, . I cannot; tell what is. How. many 
incomparable Books \have:been heretofore written in 
defence of our Church; | her .Rights and Uſages, thas 
yet-generally lie by the Walls, little known, and leſs 
read, . by thoſe that ſo much Cry. out agginft her. 
And at this time how many; excellent Diſcourtes have 
been Publiſhed, for. rhe fatisfattion of. Di/zacers, write 
ten with- the greateſt 'Temper-and Moderation 5 with 
the utmoſt plaianeſs and perſpicuity, -with all imagi | 
nable [evidence and ftrength of Reaſoning ; ſo; ſhort, 
as;AQt. ta, require any \con{iderable. portion, either of 
Tizze or Colt, ſo-faited|to, preſent Citcumflances, ,as 
to obviate every;; material Objedtion , that | is- made - 
againſt' Communion with us ; and: yet there is juſt 
caſe to fear, : thet;the- far greateſt part of our .,Di/-- 
ſemiers axe: magenAttengers tothem , | ani! arc nat To 
Jalt 46 thetnkebies;:1 ons; 286; {0; giVE them the, read- 
ing : And-thay thoſe few that .do look-into them, do 
i rather - out of | a. deſign to. pick-quarrels againſt 
them. and to expoſe them: ja rfeurrilous or caviliing . 
Patnphalets, -theh$0;;receive fatisfafiion by. them. .: 1 
Yo-hear tilys; and!frem my: Soul w uh ancnd of theſe 
Contentions;; 'afd that there: yore no further occaſion | 
fot -6hem 3 þac if} our. Diſſenting: Brerbrev , will fill 
proceed :in-this ways, we-deſire,. (an) hops /ts but 
at: reaſonable.) that the'things ih ICICANGE)DIAy 
be-debated ini the moſt-quigt; peacgable,..and_amica- 
ble-manner , that hey ney be: gravely and + 


ally. 
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(5) 
ally Managed, and only the Merits of the Cauſe at- 
tended to, and that the Controverſie may not be 
turned off to mean and trifling Perſons; whoſe higheſt 
attainment pethaps it is,to write att idle and ſenceleſs 
* Pamphlet, and which can ferve- no other uſe, but 
only that the People may be born'm hand, that ſuch 
and ſuch Books are Anſwered. Which is ſo unmanly 
and diſingenuous a way, and 'fo like the ſhifting Arti- 
fices of them of the Chuteh' of Re, © that I am apt 
to perſuade my elf, the wiſer Heads of the Diſſenting 
Party cannot"but be'aſhatned of-it.- If they be nor, 
tis plain to all the World they” are willing to ſerve 
an ill'Defign by the moſt unwarrantable Means.” But 
however that be,'] we think we have great reaſon'to 
expect from them, 'that they ſhould heaf'out Church, 
before they condemn Her , arid conſider what has 
been faid for the removing of their "Doubts , before 
they tell us any more of Sty#uples,” Terdor-Conſciontes; 
2nd'the hard Meaſure that they' meet withal. ' I 66 
fefs, 'could I meet with a Perſon, that had brought 
himſelf to ſome kind of unbyaſdneſs and” indifferen- 
cy of Temper, and that-defigiyd nothing more then 
to ſeek and find the right way'of Setving God,-wich-. 
out refþeQ'to the" Tntrigies "and? Intereſts'of *this ' 6x 
that particular Party ;- and ift order thereunto, © had 
with a ſincere and honeſt Mind read whatever might 
hy conduce to his fatisfation”, fairly propoſed 
is:Seruples, and inodeſtſy corifultedwith-thole that 
were thoft'proper'to adviſe 'hin;,'and humbly begged 
the guidance: and direftion of the Divine Grace and 
Bleſhng ; and yet after all, ſhould till labour under his 
old Diffatisfa&tions ;:" 'ſhould heartily pity :and>pray 
forſich= Mar; -and'think 'my (eff obliged 40rifn- 
prove all iny*'Tritereſt for- Favour and” Forbedrimes 
towards him.” But ſuch Perſons as theſe, I am afraid, 
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(79) | 
are: but thin: Sowed, 'and, without breach: of Charity. 
it may be {uppoſed, there is. not One of a Thou-- 
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Thirdly, We defire, that before they go on to accuſe 
our Church with: driving them into Seperation,' they 
would. direftly charge her. with impoſing ſinful terms. of 
Communion. And-unleſsthey, do this,. and when they 
have- done it, - make: it, good, -( for barely ta accuſe, 
I hope, / is not :ſufficient, ) -I ſee not which way 
they can. poſſibly juſtifie their Separation from us. : 
"Tis upon this account that the whole Proteſtant Re-- 
formation defends their':departure from. the Church. 
of Rome: They: found:the Dottrine of that, Church 
infinitely corrupt in ſeveral of the main Principles :of 
Religion, New. Articles of Faith introduced, and bound. 
upon the Canſciences of Men, unger pain of .Damna- 
tion,” ''its Worſhip: overgrown with 'yery groſs Idoſa- | 
try and Superſtition ; Its Rites ard Ceremonies nat. | 
only over-numerous, but many of them advanced. | 
into proper and dire&t a&ts of Worſhip, and the uſe 
of them made neceſſary to Salvation ; and beſides, 
it's. Members:, required to joyn-and communicate in 
theſe corruptions and: depravations,, nay and all pros. 
poſals and attenipts toward a, Reformation obſtinate- 
ly. reje&ted: and thrown out ;-in- which, caſe they did 
with great'ReaſonandJuſtice. depart from her : which, 
we may be confident they would not have done, had. 
no-more been required-of-them, ' than urſtcad of Wor-. . 
ſhipping Images, to.ufe the Szgx of the: Creſs in Bap-. .. . 
ti{me, _ or inſtead of the Adoration of the Hoſt, ts * 
kneel atithe Receiving of the Sacrament:,  A.learned Amyrata. 
Proteſtant: Dwine of great Naing and Note, has expreſ- - Secef | 

tx, "yg . Scclel.. Is 
ly told us:;. © That had there been. no other faults in- gi. 22x. 
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«4 the Church of Rowe, - beſides their ufeleſs' Cereina- 
<©nies-ur Baptiſte, and ſome other. things -that are 
« beyong the meaſure and gen;xs of the Chriſtian.Re 
< ligion, they had till -eontinued in the Commu- 
«& ryon of that Church. Indeed did the Church of 
Prgland command: any thing which Chriſt | has 
prohibited, or prohibite any thing which Chriſt has 
commanded, then come ye our- from among them, aud 
be ye ſeperate, ſaith'the Loo [were good Warrant and 
Authority, - But where do we meet with theſe pro- 
hibitions ? not i the word' of God, not in the nature 
and reaſon of the things themſelves ? nor indeed do we 
figd our Diſſenting - Brethren of late very forward to 
faſten this charge,and much leſs to prdve it ; whatever 
unwary ſayings may fall from any of them in the heat. 
and warmth of Difputation, or be ſuggeſted by indi- 
re& confequences, and artificial infinuations. And if 
our Church commands nothing that renders her Com- 
munion finful, then certainly: Seperation from, her 
muſt be unlawful, 'berauſe the Peace -and'VUnity of the 
Church, and obedience to the commands: of lawful 
Authority, are expreſs and imdifpenſable: duties ; and: 
a few private ſuſpicions of the unlawfulneſs of: the 
thing are, not ſufficient to fway againſt plain, publick, 
and neceſſary Duties : nor can it be fafe to-reje&t 
Communicating with thoſe, with whom Chriſt him- 
ſelf does not refuſe Communion. This I am ſure was 
once thought good DoQtrine by the cheifeft of: our 
Diſſenters, who when time was, reaſoned thus againſt 
thoſe that ſubdivided from them ; © If we be a 

AVindi- © Church of Chriſt, and Chriſt hold Communion with 


Y; _ <« us, why do you Seperate from us? If we be the Bady 
ial Go. © of Chriſt, do not they that: Seperate from the Bady, 


terial Go- 
cenment, «© Seperate from the Head alſo ? we are loath to fpeak 


Pe 1645 « any thing that may offend you,. yet we entreat you 
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< to conſider, that if the Apoſtle call thoſe Diviſions 
* of the Church of Corinth, ( wherein Chriſtians did 
* not ſeparate into divers formed Congregations in the 
& Sacrament of the Lords Supper, ) Schiſms, ( 1 Cor. 
* T. Io. ) may not your Seceſſion from us, and pro- 
* feſſing you cannot join with us as Members, and 
< ſetting up Congregations of another Communion, 
© be more properly called Schiſm ? -—---You gather. 
* Churches out of our Churches, and ſet up Churches 
* 1n an oppoſite way to aur Churches, and all this 
* you do voluntarily and unwarrantably, not having 


* any ſufficient cauſe for it. 


| And in the fame Book they tell-us of a T'wo-fold 
Sehiſm, - Negative and Poſitive ; ©: Negative,” when 
© Men do ' peaceably. and quietly withdraw from 
* Communion with a Church, not making a Head 
<-againft that Church , from which they are depart- 
td : the other is; - when Perſons: 10+ withdrawing 
«< do confociate and withdraw themſelves into'a dt- 
< ſtin&t and oppoſite Body, ſetting up a Church a- 
* gainſt a Church; which ( fay they ) Camere calls 
© a Schiſm by way of Eminency ; and further tells 
*< us, There are Four Cauſes, that make a Separation 


_ "© from a Church lawful; r. When they that Sepa- 


'© rate are grievouſly and intollerably Perfecyuted ; 
* 2. When the Church they Separate from is Hereti- 
«© cal; 3. When it is Idolatrous ; 4. When it is the 
< Seat of Antichriſt. And where none of. theſeFour 
< are found, there the Separation is inſufficient, and 
* Schiſm.. Now we are fully aſſured, that none of 
© theſe Four Cauſes ,can be juſily chargd- upon-our 
* Congregations ; therefore you muſt not be dif- 
” pleateg with us, but with. your ſelves, if we blame 


_ * youas guilty of poſitive Schiſm. All which is as 
> . C true 
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Inſtitut. 
lb. 4. Sect; 
1o, 11,12. 
fol. 349. 


< plain appearance of a true Churc 
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true now , as it was then, and as applicable to.us 
and ther, as it was to them and their Diſſenters. 

" Admit then 'there were. ſome things -in- our 
Conſtitution, that might be contrived to better pur- 
poſes , and that needed arhendment and alteration ; 
yet I hope every Defe&t, or ſuppoſed Corruption in 
a Church, - is not a ſafficient ground for Separation, 
or warrant enough to rend and tear the Church in 
peices. Let Mr. Calvin judg between us in this mat- 
ter, who ſays, © That wherever the Word: of God 


«is duly Preached, and Reverently attended to, and 


<« the true uſe of the Sacraments kept up, there-is the 

3 whoſe Autho- 
« rity no Man 'may fafely deſpiſe, or reje& its Ad- 
« monitions, of reſiſt'its Counſels , or ſet at nought 
« its Diſcipline, much leſs Separate from it, and Vi- 
* olate-its Unity ; for that our. Lord has fo great re- 
« gard to the' Communion of his Church, that he 
« accounts him att Apoſtate from his Religion , who 
* obſtinately Separates from = - Chriſtian Society, 
* which keeps up the true Miniſtry of the Word and 
« Sacraments : that ſuch a Separation 1s a denial of 
* God and Chriſt, -and that it is a dangerous and per- * 
« nicious Temptation, ſo much as to think of Se- 
<« parating from ſuch a Church ; the Communion 
<* whereof is nevet to be rejeted, ſo long as it conti- 
<* nues in the true uſe of the VVord and Sacraments, 
*. though otherwiſe it be over-run with many Blemiſhes 
© and-Corruptions. * VVhich is as plain and full a de- 
termination of the Caſe, as if he had particularly de- 
ſ1gned it againſt. the Doctrine and-Practice of the Mo- 
dern Diſſenters from our Church. 


IV. Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, We entreat them to Confiler ,, whether it. 
be pure Conſcience, and meer Zeal for the Honour of 
Religion, and not wery often Diſcontent , or Trade and 
Intereſt, that has the main ſtroke in Tecpong them from 
bl Bhd Communion with our Church. Far be it from me to 
judg the Secrets of Mens Hearts, or to faſten fuch a 
Charge on the whole Body of Dzſſenters, yea, I ac- 
cuſe not any particular Perſon ; but only deſire, they 
would lay their Hand upon their Hearts, and deal im- 
partially with themſelves, and fay, whether they 
ſtand clear before God in this matter. And there is 
the more reaſon to put Men upon this Enquiry, not 
only becauſe Secular Ends are very apt to mix with, 
and ſhelter themſelves under. the ſhadow of Religion ; 
| ' bur becauſe'this has been an old Artifice, made uſe of 
vill « to promote Separation.” Thus rhe Dorazifts in the Pri- 
mitiveTimes upheldtheir Separation from the Carholick 
Church,and kept their Party faſt together, by Trading 

only within themſelves,by imploying none to Tilſtheir - 
Grounds, or be their Stewards,but thoſe that wquld be 
of their ſide ;*nay, and ſometimes hiring Perfons.by 
large Sums of Mony- to be Baptiz'd into their Party, 


as we 57 did the People of Mappatia. © And how evi-,., 
dent-the ſame Policy 1s amoig our - Modern'Q; RerS, pijb.vrs 
is too notorious to need ether Proof or Obſervation. (a4Crifp.) 


Time was, wheit it was made art Argument tqprove 

{ Ba tndependency to bea FaQtion, and not matter of Con- Edward's 

ſcience, becauſe Needy., ' broken decayed' Men, who _—_ 

knew not how: to live, 'and hoped to get ſomething,'p. 185. 
turned Independents, -and* became-- fticklers* for-it ; 
that ſome who had Buſinefſes, Cauſes, and Matters 
depending, ſtruck in wish them, and pleaded for 
Cz them, 
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' them, that & they might find Friends , be ſooner 


diſpatched, and fare better in their Cauſes ; that Am- 
bitzous, Proud, Covetous Men, who had a mind to 
Offices, places of profit about the Army, Excife, &c. 
tirned- about to the Þrdependents, and were great 
Zealots for them. Thus it was then, and whether 
the ſame Leaven do not {till ſpread and ferment, and 
prongs as much as ever, there is juſt cauſe to ſuſpeCt? 


hoever looks into the Trading part of this City, 


and indeed of the whole Nation, muſt needs be a ve- 
ry heedleſs and indiligent Obſerver, if he do not take 
notice, how Intereſts are formed, and by what Me- 
thods Parties aud FaCtions are kept up , how, many 


Thouſands of the Poorer ſort of Difſenters depend on- 


this or that Man for their VVork, and conſequently 


for their Livelihood and Subſiftence ; how many des. 


pend upon others for their Trade and Cuſtom, whom 
accordingly theſe Men can readily Command, ' and 


do produce to give Votes, and, increaſe Partigs-on all 


Publick Occaſions ; and what little Encouragement 


any Man finds from them , that once deferts them, 


and-comes over, to the Church of Eng/and. There: is 
3nother thing that contributes not -/2- little to-:this 
Tealoyſe and, Suſpicion, that ! many -of the Chifeſt, 
and moſt. Stiff and Zealous, of the Diſſenting Party, 
are they, at leaſt the immediate Deſcendants of thoſe; 


'who in the late; Evi-Times;; by Rapine 2nd Vialenee 


- 


 \hared-amopg. thamſelves the Revenues of the Church, 
and the Patrimony: of the Crown,-i and are faid ftill 


d the Þ 
privat ly to keep. on foot their Titles to them. And 
if fo, what wonder if ſuch Men look on themfelves, 
as obliged-in point 'of Intereſt , . to widen! Breaches, 
foment Differences,. increaſe Factions ; and all this to 
Subvert and over-turn the Church of Exg/and ; being 
well aſſured, they can never hope, but, over the 
Ruins 
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(13) 
Ruins of this Church , to make way to their once 
ſweet Poſfeſſions 2 Let Men therefore impartially ex- 
amine- themſelves, and ſearch, whether a Worldly 
Spirit be not at the bottom of their Zeal and Stift- 
neſs. Theſe. I confeſs are Deſigns too Baſe and Sor- 
did, to be owned aboveBoard : but be not Decerved, © 
God is not Mocked,; Mart looks to the outward Appeas- 

rance, but God looks to the Heart. 


V. 


_ Fifthly, We-defire- them 70-Confider, Whether it be 
ot a Fuſt Prejudice to their Cauſe, and that which ought 
to. prevail with Men Modeſt aud Peaceable, that jn thoſe 
things, wherein they differ from us, they are Condemn- 
ed by the Praftice of the whels Catholick Church for 
Fifrces Hendeped Tears together. This, were I mind-- 
J, might afford a large! Field for Diſcourſe, but I 
hall -inſtance only, and that very briefly, in a few 
Particulars, 

,And Firſt, We deſwe them to produce any ſettled 


| part of. the Chriſtisn Church, that, ever. was without 


Epiſcopal Covernment; tilt the time of Calvin - - it be- 
ing then as hard to find-any part of the Chriſtian 
World without a Church, as to find a Church with- 
outs-Bilhop. ,-'Thuis 3s fo evident in the moſt early An- 
tiquities of the Chureh, that-I bekeve our Diſenters 
begin to 'grow- ſick of the Controverſie. And if 
Blondell,  Salmaſius and Daille, ( whoſe great Parts, 
Learning,.'and indefatigable Induſtry, could, if any 
thing ,.- have made - out | the -contrary }) have been 
forced to grant , "That 'Epiſcepacy obtained in the 
Church within a few Years atiter the A4poſtolick Age ; 
We are fure we can carry it higher , even up to the 


Apoitles themſelves. There are but Two paſſages, 
that 


Ch. / 
that I know of, in all Antiquity, of any Note, and 
both of them not till the latter end of the Foarrh 
Centary , that may ſeem to queſtion. Fpiſcopal Autho- 
rity : The One, That famous and well known pafſ- 

- wo Preſ- fage of St. Ferom, which yet when improved to the 
nd utmoſt that it is capable of, only intimates Fpiſcopacy 
& ante- not to be of Apoſtolical Inſtiturton. And very clear 
guem di- it is to thoſe that are acquainted with St. Jeroms 
ftinuftu- Writings, that he often Wrote in haſt, and did not 
”_ #- always weigh things at the Beam, and forgot at one 
>: 8c. time, what he had faid at another ; that many expreſ- 
Hier.in fjons fell from him in the heat of Diſputation, accord- 
E7if- 42 ing to the wirmth and the cagerneſs of his Temper,& 
that he was particularly chafed into this Aſlertion by 
the fierce oppoſition of the Deacons at Rome, who be- 
gan to Uſurp upon, and over-top the Presbyters, which 
tempted him to Magnifie and Extol their Place and 
Dignity , as anciently equal to the Epi/copal Office; 
andas containing in it the common Rights and Privie 
leges of Prieſthood. For at other times, when he 
Wrote with cooler Thoughts about 'him , he does - 
plainly-and frequently enough aſſert the Authority of 
Biſhops over Presbyters, and did-himfelf conſtantly 
hve in Communion with, and Subjeftion to Biſhops. 
The other paſſage is that of Aerius, who held indeed 
that n Biſhop and a Presbyter differed nothing- in-Or- 
der, Dignity, or Power. But-he was lead into this 
Error meerly through Envy and Emulation, being 
vext to ſee that his Companion Euſtathius had gotten 
the Biſhoprick of Sebaſtia, which- himſelt-had aimed 
at. This made him ſtart aſide, and talk extravagant- 
ly ; but the Church immediately branded him for an 
Feretick, and drave him and his followers out of all 
come. 4, Churches, and from all Cities and Villages. And Epj- 
heres, 75. Phanius, who was his Contemporary, repreſents him . 
! R & 45S 
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(35) 
as very little better then a Madman; and adds,. that 
all Hereſies that ever were from the beginning of the . 
World, had been hatched either by Pride, or Vain 
Glory, or Covetouſneſs, or Emulation, or ſome ſuch 
Evil Inclination. But his Hereſie, it ſeems, was not 
long-livid, for we hear no more concerning this 
matter, till the Reformation at Geneva. + - | 

Secondly, We deſire them to ſhew. any Chriſtian 
Church that did not conſtantly. uſe: Liturgzes, .. and 
Forms of Prayer, in their, Publick Offices and Admi- 
niſtrations of Divine Worſhip : I take it for. grant- 
ed, that there were Forms of Publick Prayer in the 
Jewiſh Church ; and I make no doubt, ;but that the 
uſe of ſuch Forms, was, together . with many other 
Synagogue-rites and: Uſages , transferred into. the 
Practice of the Chriſtian Church, and did actually 
obtain, in the moſt early Ages in all Churches, where 
there were not Miraculous Gifts: and every where as 
ſoon as thoſe Miraculous Gifts ceaſed, it being very 
fit and proper, and agreeable to Order and Decency, 
that the Peoples Devotions ſhould be thus Conducted 
and Governed in their Publick Miniſtrations. Not to 
inſiſt upon the Carmey, or Hymn, which even the 
Proconſul Pliny, fays, the Chriſtians upon a ſet Day 
were wont, one among another, to ſay to Chriſty as 
to their God ; Apparent footſteps of ſome Paſſages 
of their Ancient Liturgies, are yet extant in the 
Writings of Origen and St. Cyprian : And when Euſe- 
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bius gives us an account, how Religioufly Conſtantine. De we: 
the Great ordered his Court, That he was wont to. Coſtaw- 


take the Holy Bible into his Hands, - and carefully to 
Meditate upon it, and afterwards to offer up Se? or 
Compoſed Prayers, together with his whole Royal. Fa- 
mily ;.. he adds, He did this after the. manner , or in 
inutation of the Church of God, Nazianzes tells us. of 

x1 : EE ar, St. Baſil. 


lib.4. c.17. 
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InSaue- St, Bafil, That he compoſed Orders and Forms: of 


cm BY. Prayer, and appointed decent Ornaments for the Al. 


liaum Orat. 


20: tar. And St. Ba himſelf reciting the manner of the 
#9 Epife. Publick Service, that was uſed in the Monaſtical Ora- 
'1 tories . of his Inſtitution, fays, Thar nothing was 
done therein but what was Conſonant and Agreeable 
to all the Churches of God. - And the Council 'of La- 
odicea, holden much about the Year 365, expreſly 
Can. 18: provides, that the ſame Liturgy, of Form of Prayers, 
> Fa ſhould be always uſed both Morning and Evening : That 
12. Conc. 10 it might not be lawful for every one that would, to 
Carth.3. compote Prayers of his own Head, and to repeat them 
in the Publick Aſtmblies; - as both Zozaras and Bal- 
ſamon give the teaſfor of that Cano. Further: then 
this we need not po, the Caſe being henceforward: evi- 

dent beyond all Contradiction. | gt 50 
Thirdly, Let them ſhew us any Church, that did 
not always ſet a part and obſerve Fe/tzva/. Comme- 
morations of the Saints : beſides the more folemn 
times for Celebrating the great Bleflings of our Re- 
deemer, his Birch Day and Epiphany, Eaſter in Me- 
mory of his Refurre&ion, Pentecoſt or YVVitſuntide for 
the Miſtion- of the Holy Ghoſt, they had Annual days 
for ſolemgizing the Memories of the Bleſſed Apoſtles; 
the} hag their Memoriz and Natalitia Martyrum , 
whereon they aſſembled every Year, to offer up to God 
their Praiſes and Common Devotions, and by Publick 
Panegyricks to do honour to the memory of thoſe 
,Saints 'and Martyrs who had ſuffered for, or Sealed 
Religiori with their Bloud. Not to mention their 
Lent Faſt and their Srationary Faſts on YYedneſdays 
Serm.com- and Fridays, which Epiphanius more then once ex- 


Pe. fd. preſly fays, were a Conſtitution of the Apoſtles. But 
' p. 456. the leſs need be;faid on this head,- becauſe” few: thas 


adv. Aer. ! " Pte wil Ve ' 
Heres, 55, ave any Reverence for Antiquity, will have the | 


hardineſs to oppoſe it..  Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, We deſire nn + to phe ay Church 
ſince the Apoſtles Times | nor ts Rates; and 
Ceremonies, - 45. many + — ur 
and' as liable to CXcePtion, ..as thoſe that are uſed i in 
our Church at this Day ; nay, there are few things, 
if any at all, required by our Conſtitution , which 
were not 1n uſe in the beit Ages of Chriſtianity. This, 


1 * were jit my deſign, I might demonſtrate by an Indu- _ 


Hon, of particulars , . bur it is. fully. done by other 
Hands. I ſhall therefore, only as a Specimen , in- 
ſtance in One , _ rather, becauſe 'tis ſo much - 
boggled at, ( viz.) The Sign of che Creſs in Baptiſm, 
which we are ſure was a Common and Cuſtomary 
Rite in the time of. 7errullian and St. Cyprian, the 


latter whereof ſays oft enough , that being Regene- Opr. ade. 


nes that is, Baptized, they were Signed with the D"**, 


Sig of Chrift ; that. they, were Signed on, their Fore- Un. Beet 
beads,, who.were thawght worthy to be admired 5 into the ,* = vid. 


fellenſi of ow Lords Religion. And St. Baſd plain — 


y it amongſt thoſe Ancient Cuſtoms of the Bu. 4: 
Church, which had been derived from the Apoſtles :? _ A 
Nay ,  Tertw/han,aflures us s, that they" uſed it in. the 7 Tere. de 
malt comman. Actions of Life; | that upon. Every 1mo- Coron. mil. 


tien,' #t their g ; OK, aud coming, in, at their going © * 
to Bath, 'or to Bed, or to Meafs, or whatever their Oc- 
cahons eabed thew to, they were wont ts make the Sign 
of - tha Croſs ian their Forpchegde: ; and therefore” tis.no 


* wonder, that they: ſhould never amit it in the moſt 
Solemn A& of their being initiated into the Chriſti» | 


i « an Faith. . And now let our Diſenting-Brgthren ſeri- * 
Ss ,-. whether. the. Conſtant and Uniform 

ee on ond ORFs. be not a.mighty 

nay ARCANE ig from us, upon 

Fox account of thoſe « thags —_ were uſed in the 

. wifaſt,  beſk and happ A+ of the Goſpel; and 


when 
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(48) 
when their Separation upon this account, can in point 
of Example, pretend not to much more then a Hun-, 
dred Years Countenance and Authority. to Support 
and Shelter it. And yet it has not that neither”; 
for I could eaſily ſhew , ' that moſt, -if. not all , the 
See fe Uiages of our Church, are either praCtiſed in Foreign 
Governe *Churches, or at leaft; allowed bf by the moſt Learn- 
ment. and "ed and Eminent Divines of - the Refor mation, whoſe 
nt of Teſtimonies, to this purpoſe, are particularly'enume- 
Ge4,1662. Yated, and ranked under their proper Heads, by Mr. 
_ *p. 123, Sprint, in his * Cafſander Anglicanus, which they that 
1240. are curious may Conſult.” oe 
, aofs THO23GEGLLS Ks Y FS. 2337S <0 
; Ec VL wa 20g oh car. 97; 
Sixthly, We beg that thoſe, who by their Conformity 
have declared, that they can cloſe with our-Communion, 
' would till" continue-"in the' Communion :of \oar Church: 
This is a Requeſt fo reaſonable,'' that T-h pe it eaft2 
not fairly *be denied.” Whatever DiſhtisfaQions -6-. » 
thers may alledg, to keep them at a diſtance frei us, 
theſe Men-can have nothing to pretend, having-a&u- 
-  -- ally ſthewed that they can do it; For I am not wYl- 
 * ting to think, 'that herein fuch Ment ated againſt there 
Conſciences, or did it meetly-to fecure a\galnful-UF- 
fice, or a place of Truſh, -or to eſcape the-Laſh and 
Penalty of the Law. Theſe are Ends fo very Vile and 
Sordid,” 'fo- Horrible : 4 "proſtitution of che. Holy'Sa- 
erament; ' the moſt Venerable: Myſtery of ole Reli- 
pion'; fo deliberate 9 way of Sirining , even"in"the 
moſt_ Solemn Ads of Nori,” that I can hardly > 
ſuſpe& any ſhouſd be guilty Fit; - but:Men-of Pros 
Vigate' ahd' Atheiſticdl Minds ,'xvho- have pur-ofFrall 
Serice of - God, and Baniſhed'all Reverence'of Religi- 
on. I would fain believe, that when any of our Bre- 
 thren receive the Sacrament with us, they are fully 


perſuad 


- 
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perſuaded of the lawfulneſs of it, and that the Priti 


ciple that brings them thicher , 15 the Conſcience of . 


their Duty.. | But then I know not how to Anſwer it, 
why: the G@me-Principle -that-- brings them thither ar 
cnefimey ſhould not bring: them alſo/atanother; ad: 
that we ſhould heves have their company atithat'So- 
lem'mn:and Sacred 'Ordinance , brit when the fear 'of 


ſome Temporal Puniſhment ,: or - 'the'-proſpe&'of 


ſome Sec Advantage prompts them to it. 
"Tis commonly blamed in thoſe of the Romi/ſh Church, 
that they can diſpenſe with Oaths, and receive Sacra- 
meats to-ſerve a turn, -and to advance' the Intereſt of 
thein:Cauſe+ 'But God forbid; that ſo heavy a Charge 
ſhould.ever lic at-the Doors of Proteſtants; and efpe-" 
cially*thoſe, :-who would be thought moft to- abhor' 
Popiſh Praftices,” and who would take 't ill to be. ac- 
counted not to make'as much, if not more, Conſci- 
ence of their ways then other Men. Now I beſeech 
our. Diſſenting,; ori rather i{yconſtant Brethren, 'to' rea- 
ſon-a little;: -if our. Communion be- finful, why did 
they enter into it? if it be lawful, why do they for- 
fake it? 1s it not that, which the Commands of Au- 
thority have tied upon us, 'and whoſe Commands we 
are bound to fubmit to, | ot: only" for Wrath, but for 
Conſcience 'ſake > Are notthe Peace-and Unity of the 
' Church, things, that ought greatly to ſway with all 
Sober, Humble, and Conſidering Chriſtians? Does 
not the Apoſtle fay, that zf i# be poſſible, and as much 


as-in.us lies,” we are to live'Peaceably with all Men ? 


And ſhall Peace be broken only in the Church, where” . 
it ought-to. be kept moſt-entire ?- And that by thoſe, - 


who acknowledg it to be. poſſible, - and within their 
| pouye 7\-Are.ghoprfrtih in their Oopſciences, 10 
jo us: major with'us)':and will they noe doit"? 
for the fake of:' the: 'Clhurch © of God ?'''Or will they” 
Mw: | 
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ol tq:da: what is lawful ,- and 8 the Cale Bands 
Y, 4 order to Pogee,,. only: becauſe Authority 
CREE it, and has made it- choir Duty? Ob Gus, 
[. beſcechi yaw by. all: thats Neay and; Spanky tad aflife 
and. helpiws;: and. = heaping the Heck ri, 
who hy a: Cauſclefs-and Unjultifiable Separation, en- 
deaveur tQ rend: and Romy Ro _ Charth wk 
wholeGlviftian Wesld, : | 


"ft . £ F , | "vat. 


| Seventhly, -Me + beg. of them that-they would Conſe 
dls Fc Petr Sad end: Deplaratle Miſchinfs haze: enfued; 
We? denn the Coullitntion of - the  Chunrhi of 
I his is matter of Fact, and-wheveof ma- 
ny... —_ _— were made; ſenſible by Wofut Experi- 
ence... Omitting what may: ſeem of a little miare re- 
mate Fans 7 mn , the; Blaod and: Freafire; the 
29G and Ravages of. the. late War, the Enſlaving 
eſfing +" Ranks of Men, and what is above 
5 : Muxdey of an; excellent and 
Prince! ; 3 Iiſhallinſtanee in a few: particulars., which. 
wexe the more immediate-Effeits-of. it, 

And Firſt, No ſoaner. was: the Charcit of. £ 
thrown down ,-- but whas: Monſtrous Swarms aro 
rours and Hereſies broke-in upon us, botiz for Num- 
ber, and-Impiety, beyond; whateves bad:been _—_ 
of in the Church of God :. And here-I need 
further, then. the. {ad Account, which: Mr. E ws 
parts of his Gangrene: He 


has-giyen'us.in theiſeveral 


i. De- Was. an Eminent - Miniſter: of: the: Prexbyterian Party, 
zo. Qne, whoas hetells the. __—_ bat ivct. Choaice- 
can8'E3: and Judgments fhomthevery' 
1646. 
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han, with Wife, 'Ghildre 
was dear. te-him , *'s the ne Go wh tas, 0 
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ſink and rage: or 5: <0 0910 to Land with them, 


« 4nd afe.no more to be Credited, then rhe Writings 4-24: 


7 they be Ungodly. ;, that the Sou! of Man is: 
.- A. as -the.Sout of 2 Reaſt;. that, there'is no 
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and-that un the d difficult Times, not 
SEL the 2 heginng of ks Cog nk and Troubles, in | 
Gabe chew by Where he had 
” ed their W ars, and Sarisfi- 
but when their Aﬀairs wefe at 


P to Rand for tltem, 

Dh, both CE and. ent Mogy. 
tl ems, : He rj Comondan: wi with. yonſnders- 
Perſons. 1n all. paxts of t anon, 
A THe the bel, [ntelk uy 

ſes to.lay dow. the. HER 
andy 


he: mentions, 2, win 
Words and Phraſes; : Sag and rents as migh 
be. Now among. infinite ot er things, he tells oe 
*twas then: commonly maintaind , ...*® That the =_ Ex] 
© Scriptures. cannot be faid to.be the Word © "Gbd, p. 15. &c. 


« of Mea, being nor a Divine, but Humane Tra i- Par. 5 


« tion ; that God has 2 Hand in, and is the Author 105: 110: 
«of the Sinfalneſs of his People, not of the. Actions own BY 
<« alone, but of. the ver ery Pravity whichis in them ;-162. &” 
« that all Lies come forth out of” his Mouth, that the #974 
< Prince of the: Air that Rules in the Children of” 
« * Diſobedicnce i is God ; that in the Unity. of the 
_head there is not a Trinity of Perſons., but - - - 

© « ar it is-a_ Popiſh Fradition.; that the Doftrine of hoy 
< Repentance is a Soul-deſtroying Dotrine, and that 

« Clildrenare: 'not bound to Obs their Parents at all,. 


«R. fiop.at all of the:Bodies of Men, nor Hea-- 
«.yen-nor Hell. after. this-Life, I inſtance only in+ 
theſe as a.Taſt, not.that they axe all, or: the Hundred: 
part, , 
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- (58 Ii 
part, no nor the wilt here being other Blaptis. 


mies-and Im icties, .W1 auch my! " Fog to Ree. 
late, * * i : P 
"Secondly, The Litdbhy/ mn oi Church ing dif. 


charged and thrown 'out , "and. rn one hs to his 
owt liberty, tis ſcarce poſlible to believe, what wild 
309 pro lors Extravggancits, Were uf 0n.'all on 
kd m Holy thing Vac only, : - 
= xa in' Prayer, thc rhoſf inttriediare Aﬀ of For- 
and Addreſs to: Gqd Neg isan affront. to the the Mar 
| jy of of Reb buy Work that there {liould be Na | 
I al. w- "Abſi *] anhd.Priv: . 
| chat ; eobvy: dr NL expoſed'4g\ Oy, 
tempt and'Sdndal by: that Levity and' Diffadion,” 
that! Heat and Boldnels, . thoſe Weakneſfes | and Indif.” 
. cretions, thoſe Looſe, Raw, and Incongruous Effufi- | 
Ons, Which in moft* 'Corigregations'of thoſe Ti mes, . 
did too commonly attend it : ' But the things T irs. 
_ to Inſtance in, are'of a far worſe colour and_ 
mplexion ; for whoſe Ears would it not make to "if 
View of ds ring, to hear Men in the Pulpit telling God, That 
rg f/m if he did not finiſh the good Work which he had begun 
bles inEng-;u the Reformation of the Church, he would: fhew gg 
p43 Pr ſelf to be the God of Confuſion, and ſuch a'One, as by 
le th cunning hawk ark had contrived the Deſtrultion of 
Edwards þis own Children ; 'That God would Bleſs the King, and 
= gh 3d. Molifie-his hard Heart,” that delights in Blood, for that 
tle before he was fallen "from Faith in God, © and become an Ene- 
my to bis Church ; let thine” Hail,” we pray thee, O 
p19. Lord, our God, be "upon hin, "Ghd upon hs Fathers 
| Houſe, but not. upon th ; People. that they ſhould. be 
Plagued : 0'God, O'Gud; any are tht Hands 1, $4 
ainſt us, but there s one God; it is tho thy Jett; 
Pieker, who doft us' more Mz bſchief, ther they all : We 
know, O Lird, that Abraham made'a Covenant, aaggonet 
an 
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(23 J 
and David made a Covenants: and our Saviour made a 
Covenant, but thy Parliaments Covenant is "he 
greateſt of all Covenants. 1 preſume ,, the De- 
vout and Serious Reader. deſires, Ne More, of. ſuch i In- 
tolerably Profane and Lewd \Syuff. as. this. is ; -They 
that are curibus of more, may find it, beſides others, 
in. The ſhozt Uiew of the late Troubles in Eng- 
a 8. land, where. Ti imes, Places and Perſons, are. Perticu- 

harly named, 

» - Thirdly, "The Fences of Order and Diſcipline » 3 
the Church of England being broken down,” what a .'- | - -- 
horrid Inundation of all manner of Vice and Wick- _. 
edneſs -did immediately .. over-flow;.the Land ? The | 
\Afeinbly, at Weſtminſter Petitioned the Parliament, That July 19- 
fome:r Severe Courſe mi ght be. takeh againſt Fornicatis * MR 
on, Adultery and —_ which,” ſay: hey, do great- 
ly. abound, - eſpecially of late, by reafon of Impuni- 
ty-. And Mr. Edwards ſpeaking of the whole Tribe Fwter 

'of; Seftaries, tells us, © Hg was confident, - that; for 4iGvv. p: 
y hy *:zhis many; Hundred. Years.,, there; had not been a 197; 3s 
cc Party. that hath :pretended” to Jo much: Holineſs 185, &c. 

« Strictneſs, power of. Godlineſs,. tenderneſs'of Con- 

ſcience, above all, Lother Doe, as this Party hath 

« done; that. hath;bee FA fareat. Sins,. horrj- 


« ble Wickedaeks, provolc = gAb omnatigns, as the 
«are ; With much more,. both, there 9 eta 


to the ſame purpoſe, and the Char; ge very often made * 
_ good] by -partigylar A ANtS. 7 Hr, deed He th 


' ſeerned to- -have broke looſe and: to aded 
7 Quarters, un deſpite of = 6x Cores” "and all” fe 
little Schemes of their ſo much. Magnified Reformati- 


on ,\:7he Covenant Cries. ( God grant not againſt you ) 
far... Refarmatios. of 'the Kintdom ,.. the Extirpation of 
Herefies, Schiſms, Profanencſs,, &c. and. "Theſe Impic- 


:ties aloud, as if we had taken a_.Covenant to maintain 
them :: 
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| 7 - 
them; and force it was taken, theſe Sins which we have 
Covenanted againft, have mere aboundetl , then in the 
Jpace of Ten Times ' ſo mayy Tears before, as Mr. 
Faſt Ser- Jenkin tells the Lords in Parliament. And that all 
non Jen, that I have mentioried -(-which yer is infinitely thorr 
p.29, of what might be faid ) was the effect of the Ruin 
of the Church of Exg/and, and let in by the Method 
they took for Reformation, we have from their own 
Cat. and confeſſions. © We, fays Mr. Edwards, in theſe Four 
diſcop. a laſt Years, have over-paſſed the Deeds of the Pre. « 
75767 « Jates, and juſtified the Biſhops, in whoſe time ne- 
© ver ſo many, nor ſo great Errours were heard: of, 
< much leſs ſuch Blaſphemies or Confuſions ; ' we 
< have worſe things among us, then ever were in all 
< the Biſhops Days; more corrupt Do@rinegand un- 
« heard of Pradtices, then in Eighty Years before. 
&« --—-- [ am perſuaded, if Seven Years ago, the Bj- 
« ſhops and their Chaplains had but Preached, Print- 


_—_ 


*ed, .Licenſed, diſperſed up and down in City: ahd 
< Country openly, 'a Quarter of thefs Errours,-.:He- 
& refies, Blaſphemies, which have been all theſe 
« ways vented by the Seftaries, the People would 


<« have riſen up, and ſtoned-them',” and pulled' down 
« their Houſes, and forced them to forbear ſuch-Do- 
« &rines': O how is the Scene changed within theſt 
few Years ! and not long after, he tells us, that 
« Theſe are Riſen, Increaſed, Reign and Prevail, fo 
* far under a Parliament Sitting , nor 'wnder the Bi 
< ſhops, Cotrupt-Clergy,- Court-party,” but under a 
* Parliament. And in his* Epiftle to the Lords and 
Commons, before the firſt part of his Gawgre»a, he 
tells them , © That the Frrours, Herefies, - Blaſpe- 
« mics and PraCtices, of the SeQtaries of this Time, 
& had been Broached and Afted within theſe Four laſt 
« Years in Exglaxd,and that in your Muarters.aad - 
- 
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« the places under your Government and Power, for 


© which I tremble to think, leaſt the whole Kingdom 
« ſhould be in Gods Black, Bill ; . that together with 
< their Reformation, come. in a_ Deformation , and 
< worſe things were come upon them, then ever they 
& had before :. they had put down the Book of Common- 


« Prayer, buf there were many amongſt them, that - 


« had put.. down the Scriptures , flighting, yea, 
* Blafpheming:- them : he tells them, they had caſt 
* out the Bilto s, and their Officers, 'and they had 
* many that had 

&« ſters in all the Reformed Churches ; they had caſt 
* out Ceremonies in the Sacraments, and. they had 
< many that had caſt out the Sacraments themſelves ; 
with many more fad complaints which he there 


caſt down to the ground all Mini- | 
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makes. To ſum up all in the words of my Author; z;$,4.,, 


« In this Catalogue the Reader may ſee great Errors, v. 73. 


* and yet may turn himſelf again and behold greater, 
«< namely damnable Herefies, and yet turn himſelf a- 
- © gain and read Horrid Blaſphemies; and a third time, 
« and read Horrible Diſorders, Confuſions, ſtrange 
© and unheard of Practices, not only againſt the Light 
« of Scripture, but Nature, as in Women's Preaching, 
< in Stealing away Mer's Wives and Children from 
** Husbands :and Parents, in Baptizing Women Na- 
© ked,. in the Preſence and Sight of Men, &c. And 
thus we ſee by what means it was, that the Nation 
came to be Peſtred with Opinions ang Pradtices , 
Impious beyond the Example of Former Ages, and 
ſuch as were not once name 


among the Gentiles, to the 4x 7a 
© Infinite Prejudice .and diſhonour both of our Religion 'xuble ve- 
and our Nation: It being the Obſervation which an vetian co 

. . | . Card. Bar- 
Ingenious Forreigner, who reſided at” London in thoſe no, 
times,- made upon this occaſion ; one of the Fruits , tranſlated 
fays He, of this Bleſſed Parliament , and of theſe two on Py 
| | E | : Sedtaries P. 19. 
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. Sellaties  [PreyeeRlir and fo a ]s, that they - 
have made more Jewes and Atheiſts, then [think there 
is in all Europe beſides. RS - Rf 
I doubt not but "that the greateſt part of our Diſ- 
ſenters do from their Souls Deteſt, 'the Hereſies, Blaſ- 
phemies, and Wickedneſles that have. been mention- 
ed ;. but thenthe Conſideration ought to oblige them 
to double their diligence to prevent the like diſmall 
Effe&ts for the time to come, and not to open the Gap 
again, at which they muſt neceſſarily flow in upon 
us.. By what has been done they may ſee, what a 
Bleſſed Reformation they may expett by the Ruin of 
this Church ; for the thing that hath been, # that which 
ſhall be ; the ſame cauſes ſet on foot by the ſame Prin- 
ciptes will Eternally produce the fame EffeQs ; and 
though Men at firſt may mean never ſo well, yet 
Temptations will infenfibly grow upon them, and. 
Accidents happen, whieh in. the Progreſs will carry 
them Infinitely : beyond the Line of their firſt Inten-- - 
tions, and engage them in Courſes, out of which, 
when. they come to diſcern their Errour, it may be 
too late for them to Retire. In the beginning of the 
long Parliament , I make no queſtion, but the far 
greateſt part of them met together with very honeſt 
and good Intentions, and defigned no more 
then to Corre@ ſome little Irregularities, which they 
apprehended to bein Chuirch or State : But wee ſee 
how theſe very Perſofis weft carried from one paſlag 
to another, and. in time tranſported to- thoſe very 
things which at firft they had fo vehemently protelſt- 
ed and declared againft, till at tength Horrid Enor- 
mities came to be ated by and under them, which no 
age can Paralel : which ought to be a Stifficient Cau- 
tion to all, how they ſhake the leaſt Stone, that be- 
longs to the Foundation, leaſt by picking out one at- 
| tEr- 


4 


7 T Pu 4 "0 Sdn. A , : 

Te - SSC wolf ak her "”y 
= +7. 8g; he EBEDLL 36 KR, SR EE 4 
ww "+ *. - 3X "4 : WY by 


( 27 | 2 | 
ter another, the whole Houſe tumble about their Ears 
- when it is beyond their own Power-to ſupport it. I 
ſhall ſhut up this Head with a breif-Recapitulation of 
ſome of thoſe Inferences, which Mr. Edwards makes 
from the State of.choſe Looſe and Licentious times, 
we have been ſpeaking of, and then leave-the Reader 
to judg,whether they be not as Applicable tothe preſent 
al - Cirruniſtances,, | under which we. ate: He. infers 
' thus, Firſt, we may hence, ſee how,- Gaggerous At iS-t0 Cee. and 
deſpiſe ad let alone a ſmall. fe Er - That Die. 
it 1s. more then time full ully and. E ually to: <ttle the ** = ranks = 
Government and Diſcip ine;of,, the Church ; ;. Thirdly, 57. 70. 
What the Miſcheif,' Bol. and Danger of a Toleration, Bok 
and Pretetidnd: ,Laberty; of Gaaſeienee would;beits this 22 | apc 
Kingg om, as, it, would: Prove and; Produces: 
rit.Sufficiently. Juſlifies/in:tha Sight: of - 
oh World,. thoſe Miniſters and; People-whoare Zear. 
lous, for erling Religion, and cry out: for-Goverament, 
- o.Preach,: Petition, ſpeak often, one tg, an——y of 
'Þ -- theſe: things. Fifthly, what a great Evil;and SinSe- 
| peration is:from.. the gs 58 of , the:Reformed i 
Churches, and. how highly diſpleaſing -to-God.ifor. 
Mea to, make a Rent, and Schilm in the, Church of 
God. Sixthly, That all ſuch who, have: been deceived 
and drawn away, under. pretence of greater-- Purity, 
Holineſs, &s. and have any Fear and Awe of God 
and his Ward, be Exhorted to leave and forfake them, 
and return to, the Publick Afſemblies-and. Communi- 
on of , this; and other Reformed Churches. And God. 
| grant, we may hearken to this Counſel,” and may fe- 
* riouſly lay chſe things to heart. 


VIIL., Eighthly, - 


ry tos, 
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Eighthly, We deſire it may be confidered, what plain 
aut ©apparert Advantages Separation gives to the Com-- 
mon*Freniy of the Proteſtant Religion in theſe Nations : 

The Church of £»g/and is notoriouſly known to have 
been the moſtſtrong and ſtanding Bulwark of Prozi=. += 
- ftancy, ever? finee ? the Reformation ; for being Foun-!' 
._ _"dedon Sctypture:grounds,: and' the Praftice of True, 
-.*,., Genuine, Primitive Antiquity, and having been re- 
_- - . farmed; by: thei moſt * wiſ;” regular, - and juſtifiable 
Methods+;' it ſands likes a: Rock impregnable- q- ' 
- gainft all” th Affults) which! the Church of Rome © 
makes/uportit? ThE has*ingagd" them''to'' Plant 
all- their” Batteries: to” bear "it "down, as being the 
only. Charch' conſiderable "en6ngh to ſtand: in their 
way : and: when not” able to: effeX'it by'any other- 
Arts; they "have betaken theinſelves to the old 'Arti- 
fice of Ruining--us, by dividing us. ' In Order here- © 
unto'they have upon all occafions ſtrenuouſly promo- 
| ted the Separation, mixed themſelves with our Dif- 
1 ſenters, put on every ſhape, that they might the bet- 
| ter follow the Common: outcry againſt oar Church, 
as Popiſh and Antichriftian, - ryrves | on the People to 
1 call for a more pure and" ſpiritual way of Worſhip, 
[ and to Clamour for Liberty and*Foleration, as where- 
| in they well knew they themſelves were- like to have 
the greateſt ſhare ; And that —_— ſubverted all 
Order, and beaten People out of all ſober Principles, 
, they forefaw they muſb be neceſſitated at laſt to cen-- 
j ter 1n the Communion of the . Romiſþ Church. This: 
| - Wwasa Trade they began betimes, almoſt in- the very 
Infancy of the Reformation. Witneſs the Story of 
i Faithful Commin, a Dominican Fryer, who paſſed un-- 
| der the notion-of a Zealous Puritan, and was much: 
8 adnured: - 


on ww .- 


2dmired and followed by the People for his ſeeming, 
Piety, ſpiritual Gifts,. and- Zeal againſt Popery. But 
being apprehended Amno..1567. and accuſed for an 
Impoſtor, was: —_ at” large before. the Queen 
and her Council, and put under Bail: when finding. 
the Climat was like to be too hot for him, and ha- 
ving by a cheat brought off his Bail, and. told his de- 
luded followers, that he was acquitted by her Majeſty 
and the Council, and warned- of God to go beyond 
the Seas, to inſtru& the Proteſtants there, and that he 
would come again ; and having aſſured them that Spi- 
- ritual Prayer was the chief Teſtimony of a true Pro-- 
teſtant, aud. that the ſet Form of Prayer in- Eng/and. 
was but the Maſs Tranſlated, and having with abun- 
dance of extempore-Prayers and Tears ſqueezed out of 
them a Colle&ion of a Hundred and Thirty Pounds. 
for his Journey, befides private Gifts ; away he goes 
for Rome, ' and acquaints-Pope. Pius Quzintus with what 
he had done, = by what Methods, and how odious 
he had made the Church .of England to the Puritans, 
and that it would be a ſtumbling-block to that Chur 
while it was a Church.. Upon which the Pope com- 
mended and. rewarded him.with. Two Thouſand Du- 
cates for his good Service. All which particulars are 


more fully made out from Secretary Cecis Papers, Foxcs and 
whoſe Memorials were lately brought'to light. Wit- je, 


neſs alſo-that other paſſage concerning, Thomas Heath prine. 
a Jeſuite, who = 

over into - Exg/and. to A + the fame Part, which ** 
he did, not only by Preaching , but by -crying 
up Spiritual Prayers, and running down all ſet Forms, 
' as-being without any warrant from Scripture,. by La- 
bouring to refine the Proteſtants, as he called it, and 
to. take. off all ſmacks of Ceremonies, . that in the. 
leaſt tended to. the Romiſh Faith. For. all which he 


WAS: 


about the ſame time was . ſent 1880. p: 7: 
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ES 13 | C. 20] a 
was mightily floeked after,” and admired every day 
more and more: But Am, 1568. he-was diſcovered 
by x Letter, ' that caſually-dropt out 'of his Pocket as: 
he wasPreaching in the Pulpit at Rochefter, "importing 
thatthe Counſ' of their Fraterngy had ſent him Col- 
le&ions, and* Inſtrutions for. carrying on the Work, 
and that this way of dividing Proteſtants was the only 
way for the recalling Men back again to the Mother 
Church.” Herenpon he was'examined by the Bifhop' 
of "Rocheſter, and did not mvieh'deny the main of the 
charge, 'and upon the ſearching of his Lodgings, 
there were found ſeveral Books fitted for his purpoſe, 
as againſt Infant Baptiſm, &c. and in "one of his 
Books, a Licence fromthe Fraternity of the "Jeſuits," 
and-a Bull of Pius Qufhtus, giving him' leave to preach 
what Dottrine that Society pleaſed, for the dividing 

of the Engliſh Proteſtants, or as he called them, He- 
reticks ; The iſſue was, that Hearth was cloſe Impri-- - 
ſoned, ſet in the Pillory at the High Croſs; his” Ears 
cur off, his Noſe flit, his Forehead branded, and hecon- 
_ demned to perpetual —_—_ but ſoon after he 
. dyed ſaddenly, being ſuſpe&ted to have poyſoned him- 
ſelf : The whole account hereof being publiſhed from 
the Authentick Regiſter of the Church"of Rocheſter. 
"The fame Courſe we need fiot doubt, the Papifts 
held on in the ſucceeding times, theſe being ſome” of 
the main Dire&ions, which Conzzen' the Phi gives 
for the reducing Popery into a Country, that 1t be 
done under pretence of cafe to tender 'Conſciences, 
and that Liberty be granted to that end, and that as 
much uſe be made of 'the diviſion-of Enemies, as of 
the agreement of Friends. What a firoak they had 
in fomenting the differences and diftradtions, that 
brought on the late Civil Wars, and how active they 
were both in- the Counſels and Proceedings of the+ 
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 Parliam&s: Party, the World needs not to betoll{ ar 


bleſſed Memory tells. the World in one of his publick 0ob.23- 


Declarations, a 


bles, &c. 
p.'165. ſee 
the ſhort 


of our late Civil Wars, .informs us, in. that yery.Fight the late , 
_ at Edghil, befides two Companies of Walocons, and. "ovblesin 


louſies of- the King and Bi- 
Tn ene, 
Church: 
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UE; { 325) : 
Chuxch of Exgland, and to repreſent its Dorine and © 
Wo ring too near to the Church of Rome, 
to ſecond the Fattious in promoting an Indulgence, 
and to endeavour, that the Trade and Treaſure of the 
| Nation might be engroſſed between therhſelves, and o- 
ther diſcontented Parties. And Mr.Coleman himſelf own- 
cd it at his Condemnation , that perhaps he thought, 
' Coleman that Popery might come in, if Liberty of Conſcience 
2 ToÞ. Þ- _ wo __ And ons OR, ay wife Arche 
Ye 1: Buhop Whitgift long ago foreſaw would come to 
Deo bee ref che Doderers of thofs Days,” F.ow pa 
#be Adme- (,,1ed that Anti-Chriſt worketh effeflually at this Day, 
SE Wc by your Stirs and Contentions, whereby he hath, and will 
more prevail againſt this Charch of England, then by any 
other means whatſoever. And now upon the whole mat- 
ter, I deſire our Diſſenting Brethren to conſider, whe- 
ther the orderly and truly Primitive Conſtitution of 
the Church of Eng/and, or Innovation, Schiſm and 
Separation, be the likelier*way to keep out Popery ; 
and do therefore Conjure them, by all thegkindneſs 
which they pretend for the Proteſtant Religion, hearti- - 
ly to join in Communion with'us, as which T believe, 
"humanely ſpeaking, to be, if not the only, at leaſt 
the only ſafe and durable means of ſhutting Popery 
for ever out of Doors. | 


IX. : 


-< III 


Ninthly, We defire of them, that if neither theſe nor 
any other Advices and Confiderations can prevail with 
them, they would at leaſt ceaſe to Reproach the Govern 
ment, for Reviving the Execution f the Laws, about 
theſe matters ? 1 know it is very natural to Men to 
complain, when any thing pinches them, but then 
they ought to be ſo juſt, as to conſider, whoſe fault 
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itis that has brought. it M4 them. The Laws in this 
caſe were framed with great Advice,” and | upon dear 
bought- Experience, and'every Nation in-the' World 
thinks it ſelf;obliged, when no other ways wilt do i it, 
by Penalties. to ue | the Publick Peace; Safety and 
Tranquility of the, State, though it may ſometimes 
rams mt in ſome” particular "Caſes; bog? Meri 
Fancy, »Humour, NORSE or De 7M (<< 
cos about little, 'and:as-th mg et con dit: 
rent matters; ):- ſhall. danger be Puck Welfarg, 
andby. an:ill | hens i expole Revere ” or? Ho 
jeſty of..the Lays, , And ye, arch ll Nall 
a great dea]-more that mes t be fai - fr 
== At-every;, gurn,, chargin by Hove 6 
uſing; them: Cruelly , je 0. BE Hh the, cite | 
cenſuring their Superiors, and, /} ipTws Evil of Dig- 
Rities ; | atid this: not! only. the G y of. the mean Ain 
common,Sart,but: of their; ch eteſt Leaders,” even to 
ths Hotrodt; being} no. bars watzer Chir *fhar' 1 
love: not: to:cyaſperate -) to inſtance.in. ſevetal ihe 
that: ars no very; good, Arguments of thar, Obedient 
Patieticez,. Which... fome of 1 0.10 titel pretent ty. 
Ttcis:falt frem:y jmy temper; £9. DR ir C: ruelty, rate 
mAcF0,t0 plead, for... -Sererty; fed © ids Dif- 
prom) Anion and GET = ould” als "FA _ 
.£ 1n tis;Argument, were it not nece flary to Vin- 
-dicate. the, + anti & IG u! port theſe” oct! fiohs, 
4I;have ſo ofted;heard: Bags and enſured. if w uld 


theſe; Peyfans Foropial of Gl, "Would.con ider 
= hi, = hoyryheir . Predeceſiors Were dealt within 


he.times -of.; the good (Queen, Elizabeth ;. which will 
apgran ; either from the. Laws then made, Or. {ive 
the :Phocecilings - then had againſt «£ Tha The'Lz 
chenannde againft;than,,wers chiefly theſe 
Birft &f ithe Queen 5; 148 Py 
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Lites ite fo the it beers kept up ih i 
due ee 21g our- Litargy atid: Divine Offices, 


had been, Treated with thuck Ge gh ag Reve- 
<- IEE,, then am ſux & they havemet! with; - ccially 
; of late. In Her Jo $a '4n AMWAS od for the 
cution it 'be excothmutifcaro capt 
CE te of hets, ey Levblied againſt 
pact 25 refuſe fo receive-the Fly" Commnnion, of to 
0 0. Divine Service! "as" ow \e6mithont#/ afed 3 
RE urch of Eng Lhid, With Severs Penalties 

ok that ſhall ro Yiew' up thethiſelves to che fame 
Writ, Ao +3 .. Paſſed ar "AF? of general Pardon, 
but it was with” ab Fxceptiort/6f- aff itheſe;! rhdt-had 
committed ; any, Offence agriffi-the"? AB; She Wii 
formity of Common-Prayer, "ot Wete Pa of: Se- 
ditiaus Books , or Difturbers* of. rw Serulte. 
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the ſpace © 

onfth treſr Twe Whieh A& was 
again Confirmed abd Ratified by. hotter in the:2g: 
Yer of Het Reign, with many Clauſes aid Provifl- 


ONS 


7 35 * 
ons fqr the better _. of it, And by. the A& 

of the 35th of Her Reign, © If any Perſon fo for- 

bs bearing, ſhall willin Rin 0, Ne be preſent at any 

<« Aſſemblies, nes Rag and 4 Meetings, under co 

« fox or pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion , con- 

« trary to the Laws of the Realm, fuch Perſon being 
<« lawfully Convicted, ſhall be Impriſoned without 

« Bail or Mainprize, until he Conform, and if hedo 

&« not that within Three Months, be ſhall be obliged 

* to Abjure the Realm, and if refuſing i to Abjure, *or 

"” returning without Licence, he ſhall be Adjudged 2 

« Fellon, and Suffer as in caſe of Fellony, withour 

<« benefit of Clergy. 

Such were Her Laws, and ſuch alſo were Her Pro- 
ecedings, againſt thoſe who faultered in their Confor- 
mity, or began to Innovate in the Diſcipline of the 
Church ; and theſe Proceedings as quick and ſinart, 
as any can be faid to be againſt the Diſenrers of this 
time. Do' they complain of their Miniſters being Si- 
lenced now ? ſo they were then, being deprived ' of 
their Benifices and Church-Preferments, for their In- 
conformity. "Thus Sampſon Was turned out of his 
Neanry 'of ChriftsCharch, for refuſing to Conform ts  , 
the” Order and erp ed of 'the Sg Cart- _ 
wright, the very Head of t Expelled the Col- 
wg and deprived of the” ay. Margarets Lecture. 
Travers, turned out from Preaching (—* the 7emple 
with many more, Suſpended from *q Miniſtry by gh 
Queens Authority, and the approbation of the Biſhops ; 
for not. $ ubſeribing to. ſome new Rites and Ceremonies im- 

oſed upon them, As Ne Ns from Beza's Letter to Bi- pez. Epi. | 
aa 'Grindal, Anno. 1 Are- atty if Prifon : ? fo 8... 
they 'were then, "Bj, Butrhy, | Bigtlin $0, Carts. 

Ee K Wnewſtubbs, and many ' others” » 3n the 
Marſhalſey, others in the WEN: Lin; auf in the - 
Gate- 


HO ns 
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Sir. in order hergunta, She, charged. 


+ AW.9 
Gatehouſe, others i» the Counter ,* or in the Clinke, 


or in Bridewel, or. in Newgate :. Poor Men miſerably 
handled with ,Revilings, Deprivations, Imprifonments, 


Baniſhments ;"if we may believe what themſelves tell. 


us, both in the Firſt and Second Admonition. And what 
is yet far beyond any thing, which God be thanked, 
our Diſſenters can pretend to complain of, ſeveral of 
them loſt their Lives ;-. Barrow and Greenwood were 
Executed-for their Scandalous and Seditious Writings; 
Fenry and Vdall Indifted and Arraigned , for De- 
faming the Qaeens Government in a Scandalous Book, 
Written againit the ſuppoſed Governours, as they called 
them, of. the Church of England ; tor which, they 
were both Caſt and Condemned, tobe Executed as 
Fellons, but Arch-Biſhop Whizgift interpoſing, - they 
were Reprieved, and all ſuftercd to Die, 'as he did 
foon ater, in his Bed. The truth, 1s ,-, the wiſe. and 
wary, Queen beheld. Schifar growing. on apace ,- and 
needed not to be toſd what 11] Inflyence it was like to 

have, both. upon.Church, - and...State,, and-therefore 

Reſolved to carry a Streight Hand, as. well over Pu- 

ritaniſm.on the one 96 AS We ON. the other ; and 

\ i F * IV} $1 14S 4+ LAN 23) 

$i. in order hergunta, «ole Afety Biſhop Wheigtft 
Paul Life to be Vigilant and-Capeſul, to: Reduce Miniſters by 
goes their Su ſcription; and, Contormity to the 'ſetled Or- 
Nun. 53. ders and Government, . .Adding,.. {hat fhe Poa have 
Pp.29 rhe Diſcipline of the Church o "England formefly Fla: 

bliſhed,. * of al{ Men duly. to be Obſerved, without altee 

ration of the leaſt Ceremony. But nothing more fully 


7 © 6 BY A ibn > Coe J » \ "L | 
by Peies 8; Facn what The gave in, COmpend 14, Lrd: 
New Dif. 06eÞer-F uekerang,, togell the Parizqwery +, part ph, his 
eev.againſt Speech (Tran: ibed and, Publiſhed-ſome Years ſirice, 
Mr. Ba*t. from the Original Copy, -under his,own Hand'Write- 
q pos ing, by an Eminent Diyine of this Church, ) was as 


P- 109: 


k © ; "by <0. , (* I SAL Rd SIA $9 TY) oat [] 
- diſcovers her Ns and Reſolution in this mat- 


followeth, 


2 
followeth, =---==—= © And: eſpecially, you are Com- 
«< manded by Her Majefty to take heed, that no-Ear 
< be given, -or Time afforded, to the weariſome Solli- 
< citations of thoſe,, that commonly be called Purj- 
© tanes, Wherewithal the late Parliaments have bcen 
© exceedingly Tmportuned. Whirh ſort of Men , 
« whilſt in the giddineſs of their Spirits, they labour 
<« and ſtrive to advance a: new Elderthip, they do no- 
« thing elſe but diſturb the good repoſe of the Church 
« and Common-wealth : whuch is .as well grounded 
« for the Body of -Relig;:on it ſelf, and as well guided 
<« for the Diſcipline, as any Realm that profeſſeth the 
« Truth. And the fame thing is already made good 
© to the World, by many of the Writings of Learned 
« and Godly Men, neither Anſwered, 'nor Anſwera- 
&« ble, by any-of theſe new fangled Refiners. And as 
& the preſent cafe ſtandeth, it may be doubted, whe- 
&« ther they, ' or the Jeſuits, do offer more danger, or 
< be more ſpeedily to be repreſſed. For albeit the 7e- 
&« {ſuits do impoiſon the Hearts of Her Majeſties Sub- 
&« jects, under a pretext of Conſcience, to withdraw 
« them from their Obedience due to Her Majeſty, yet 
« do they the ſame, but cloſely, and only in privy 
« Corners, but theſe Men do, both Publiſh in their 
&« Printed Books, and, Teach in all their Conventicles 
& ſundry Opinions, not only dangerous to the well- 
&« ſetled Eſtate and Policy of the Realm, but alſo much 
« derogatory to Her Sacred Majeity, and Her Crown, 
« as well by, &c.. In all which things ( however in 
© many other points, they pretend to be at War with 
<& the Popiſh Jeſuits, yet) by the Separation of them- 
« ſelves. from the Unity of their Fellow-Subjects, and 
< by: abuſmg the Sacred. Authority and Majeſty of 
« their Prince, :they do both join and concur with the 
* Jeſuits in opening the Door, and preparing the'way 

| &« tg 


+... | 
&« 66 the S2anifh Invaſion, that is Threatned againſt 
<« the Realm. gow far he, by Her Majeſties maſt Roy-- 
al Pleaſure, and Wiſe Direttion, as he there ſpeaks. 
To which let me Add, That the Speech took ſuch ef- 
fet, that the Parliament paſſed the 4 of 35th of 
Eliz. the Severeſt A& againſt Diſenters in the whole 
Body of our Laws. And indeed, fo Jealous was the 
Queen of the leaſt appearances of Innovation, that 
Arch-Biſhop Grindall, only for giving too much en- 
couragement to Propheſyings ( which were beheld as 
likely to prove Nurſeries of Schiſm and FaCtion, as in- 
deed they did ) fell under Her Diſpleaſure , and was 
Sequeſtred from his Archiepiſcapal Juriſdiction, and 
though great jnterceſſion was made in his behalf, yet 
could he never be reſtored to his Dying Day. 
« .This was the State of things then, and . yet theſe 
were the Proceedings of thoſe Days, which our Di/(- 
ſenters at another time, are want ſa much, to. Magni-- 
fie and Extol ; nothing of late having been ſo much' 
in their Mouth, as the Wiſdom and Prudence, the 
Care and Diligence, the Zeal and Piety of Good 
Mucen Elizabeth. I ſpeak not this to caſt any re- 
flexion upon the Memory of that incomparable Prin- 
ceſs, whom we have all the reaſon in the World to 
own to have been the Glorious Inſtrument of Per- 
_ ſetting and Setling the Reformation in this Kingdom ; 
and whoſe Memory will be dear and pretious, as long 
as the Proteſtant Name has a Being in Exg/aud- But 
II only take notice, how extreamly partial People are, 
and how apt to be prejudiced againſt the prefent Go- 
vernment under which they live, and to be always 
Crying out, 'That the former Days were better then 
theſe ? whereas ſuppoſing their Circumſtances were 
really harder then they are, and harder then thoſe of 
the Puritans in former times, yet they have no reaſon 
to 


EF 

to accuſe the Gov&mrient of Rigor. arit{ Severity co- 
wards them! if Titree things be farther taken into 
Oonfſideration, | 1364 LES 
Firſt, That the Pyſſevrers of old, efperially the firſt 
Race of theti ; were generally mach more Modeſt 
and -Peacedble then thofe of later times, more Con- 
formable to 'the Laws, leſs Turbulent and Offenſive 
to the Government : 'whien they conkd not Conform 
as Miniſters, tliey yet did as private Chriſtians, and 
quietly acquieſcetl in their Sufpenſion, or Deptivation, 


atid as only fays of them, When they could nit be 
Attzve withont Sinitis, | as they judged ] they contd 


he Paſrve withiit Muriiaring. They, nicdled: not 
with things without thetr Line) nor mmixt-chemfſelves 
with nidtters bf State ; Dechred, That | Ki 88 haye See a Book 
power by the Laiv of God, to make ſuch Ecclefiafti- /*4,The 
cal Laws as tetid to the good Ordering of the tion of 
Chufches in their Dominions, that the Ghurches ought the Kings 
not'to bs Diſ6b6dieat to ary of their Edvvs; that if fubre” 
any thing vvere Commarided contrary to the VVord, 1605. 
they! ought fot tb refiſt the King therein; but peacea- Nw»? 8, 
bly to forbetr Diſobedience; and ſue to hint for Grace” © 
and” Merey/;- and''vvhere that canhvr be obtained, 
'mietkdy, 'to' ſubmit themfelves . to the puniſhment. 
They gerierally came to Church , and did not run 
ifit6 Separate Corigregations, nay, writ ſtoutly and 
FSitartly againſt thoſe who began then to artempr'a Se- 
paration. But whether our Modern - Diſſearers have 
obſerved the fame Courſe, and be of this Spirit and 
Temper, let the World judg, yea, tet themfelves be 
Judges in flie Caſe. { 
Secondly, Sad Experience of the Evil Conſequences - 
of Schiſm and Separation, have made it neceſlary for 
the Government to take all juſt and lawful ways, for 
preventing the like for the time to come: _—_ firft 
| | gan: 


An Ordi- 
nance for 
Putting 117 
Executi= 


on the 
Directo- 


Auguſt | : 
T2 the Kingdom, every Perſon (o offending ſhould 


the Church ; then diſcontented that they were-nor 
preſently gratified with an Alteration, Diſconteqy 


-brought on Sedition, Sedition Rebellion, and Rebelli- 


on the Ruin of Church and State. - And what wort 


«der, if the Laws bear a little hard there, where there 


are the fame appearances, and where there" ſeem-to 
be the ſame Tendencies and Inclinations to.the ſame 


Diſmal State of things? Whoever-conſiders by. what * 


ways the: moſt. flouriſhing Kingdom' in the Wold, 
and the beſt Church that ever was ſinaq#the Primi- 
tive times, were' miſerably Harraſſed ar@Deſtroyed, 
cannot think, that thoſe who ſit at the Helm, fhould 
be content-to have them Ruined-again. by- the fame 
means ; eſpecially, after the:King, for ſeveral Years 
together, has in vain tried, by all the Methods of 
Favour and Indulgence, to win upon them. 
Thirdly; Let thoſe who.:now ,complain ſo. much, 
conſider,” how little Favour themſelves: ſhewed-to 


others when they were in Power, how the Loyal and 


Epiſcopal Party were” Pluntdered, Sequeſtred, - Deei- 
mated, -- Dungeoned , Starved, :;and often. ſtunſ to 
Dearh {© What Oaths and: Govenants, were-Rigoroyly 
Impoſed 'upon them; - what: Reftraints; lai&upor.thezr 


Liberties, both Civil and" Ecclefiaſtical 3. thoughall 


this while they had Law and Right ſtanding for them. 
In the, Year 1645, an Ordinance .of Parliament. was 
Publiſhed, Thar if-any : Perſon hereafter ſhall at 
any time-uſe o2 cauſe to: be uſed the Bogk: of Com- 
man-P7zaper in any Church oz:Publick place of 
Wozthip, oz tn any pztbate place'o2 Family within 


foz rhe firſt Offence pay the ſum of five, fo2-the (e- 


cond ten pounds; and fo? the third, ſhould ſuffer one 


whole Bears Impziſonment, without Bail 02\Bain- 
| " pope. 
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began to be diſſatisfied with the Rites and:Orders of 


44 


"WF P2ize. _This one would think was very hard, but 


y 


+ at that time Equivalent to a Law, That no Perſon %» 1655- 


Education of their Childzen, any ſequeſired oz e« 


: ſuch, will bear them out with Comfort befor God anc- 
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there is ſomething harder yet behind : ' For Cromwell 
being got into the Throne, Publiſhed a Declaration, 24Noem- 


who bad been ſequeftred fo2 delinquency, o2 had 
been in Arms againfi rhe parliament , oz adhered 
unto, o2 bad abetted o2 aſſiſted the Fozces raiſed 
againlit them, ſhould keep fn their Þouſes o2 Fami- 
lies, as Chaplains oz. Sthoaolmaſſers fo2 the 


jected Miniſter, Fellow of a colledg oz Schoolma- 
fier, noz permit any of thefr childzen to be taught 
by fuch, upon pain of being pzoceeded againſt as 
was directed, and that no perſon who had been ſe- 
queſired oz ejected foz delinquency oz ſcandal, ſhaſl 
bereafter keep any School, either publick oz pzt- 
bate, noz pzeach in any publick place, oz at any pzſ- 
vate Meeting of any other perſons then thoſe of his 
own Family, no? Adminiſter Baptiſm, o2 the Lozds 
Supper, o2 Warry any perſons, oz uſe the Book 
of Common-ÞPrapyer or the Forms of Prayer there- 
in contained, upon pain that every Perſon ſo 
Dffending in any of the premiſſes, ſhall be procee- 
ded againſt as by the ſaid Drier 1s provided and df- 
rected. There needs no Comment upon theſe Pro- 
ceedings, they do not only Whiſper, but ſpeak aloud 
to the preſent Generation of Diſſenters, to tell them 
how little reaſon they have to complain. 


X. 


' Laſtly, Ie beg of them, that before they pull down 
any. further Trouble or Suffering upon themſelves, they 
would Confider, Whether the Cauſe they engage in, be 
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FE % *Tis not Suffering for I to comply | 
(eligion, that 
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2222: . £4n be faid to be a Perſecution for Righteouſneſs fake, 
©. tit not being the Suffering, but the Cauſe that niakes. 
"the Martyr. Then I Suffer as a Chriſtian, when the 
Honour of Chriſt, or ſomething that offers Violence 
to my Religion, and Chriſtianity is concerned in it, 
when I Sufter for that which I cannot avoid, without 
difowning my ſelf to be a Chriſtian, and making Ship= 
wrack of Faith and a good Conſcience. But where the 
Cafe is not evidently this, a Man may draw Miferies 
upon himſelf, and yet not Suffer as a Chriſtiavy, be- 
cauſe it may proceed from Humour, or Intereſt, or 
the Conduct of a miſinformed Judgment, miſtaking 
things for what they are not : Men very often place 
Religion in doing, or not doing, what is no part of 
it, and then think they may fſately Suffer upon thar 
account, when there is more, 1t may.be, of Paſſion 
or. Prejudice, of Fancy or Opinion, of Humour or 
Miſtake, then of the real Concerns of Piety or Reli- 
gion. T-am very ſure, neither the Ancient Chriſti- 
ans, would have paſſed through the Fiery-7ryal every 
Day, nor the Holy Martyrs in Queen Mary's Days, 
have thought themſelves obliged to-Forfeit their E- 
ſtates, much lefs their Lives, had--no. more been re- 
quired of them then there is of us, to-come to Church, 
or to Kneel at the Sacrament ; but would-rather have 
Bleſſed God, and thankfully owned the Favour of the 
Governours, under which they lived, might they have 
enjoyed both upon the ſame Terms as we do. In 
Caſes that only concern' indifferent things, and 'meer 
Circumſtances -of Worſhip, ſtiffly and obſtinately to 
ſtand out, is, rather for. a Man to be a Martyr to his: 
ewn Humour and Opinion, then. to. the Cauſe of 
Chriſt. Whether this be-not the Caſe of our Diſſent= - 
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they but lay afide the unreaſona nE .of their Pre s Ke 7 « 2D. 
dices, and lay no more ftreſs upon things, .then they” 
ought to bear. Let us hear what Mr. Baxres, ma late \ = 
. Book, fays to this matter,” 7 am.One that hiwe: beey Ohet, an 
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firſt in all the Storms. that have befallen the Miniſtry, **0 
theſe Twenty Tears paſt, ( to look no farther back, ) = FAY 
yet my Conſcience. commandeth me:-to 'ſay, 'as 1 have \oft 
dont,” that. many-thropgh miſtake; T am perſuaded; - now-- 
Suffer as Evikeoers for a Canfe, that 5 not Good and 
Tuftifable. 1 fhallteave with them the Wiſe and Excel- 
lent Counſel, which was given by one in the time of _ 
the Elder Puritanes, Follow true Antiquity, and the ge-R.'Ber- 
eral Prattice of. the Chutch- of. God twall Ages,” where Chrif Ma. 
they haveinot Erred from the evident Truth of God: If Advere. 6 + 
thou Suffereft, let it be for known Truth, and.  againſ} Comcels of © 
known Wirckedveſs ; for which thou haſt Example in'Gods 9% 
Word, or of the Holy Martyrs .in Church-Story. But, 
|  PZcmare of far-fetched Conſequences, or for Suffering for 
YC mew Devices, "and for things, Jarmerrys anto all Ages 
| auknown, ſeem they never ſo Holy and Juſt unto Man. 
All that now'remains,. is to call upon our Diſſext-- 
ing-Brethren, by all the Conſiderations of Love and. 
+ = Kindneſs'to thetmfetves, of Tendernefs for the Honour 
of Religion, the Fdification of their Brethren, and 
the Peace, Security and Welfarz, of the Church and : 
State wherein they Live, that they would duely and 
impartially Weigh and-Conſider things, put a ſtop to- 
the Separation; wherein:they are engaged,.return to, 
ks and hold Cornmuinion: with us, and Keep rhe Unity of 
| the Spirit in the Bond of Peace.” 

Let them bethink themſelves what a :mighty Evil" 
Schiſm is; and will be fo found before:God at the laſt 
Day, and whether any thing cam be meet to be put - 
ut the Ballance with. . the Peace-and..Unity of. the 
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